2021 – 2022 Brainerd Lakes Area AAUW Branch Highlights
(taken from the 2022 AAUW MN state convention booklet)

Fundraiser:  Annual Trivia Contest

We conduct an annual trivia contest.  Teams of 2 to 6 players work together to give trivia answers to a series of trivia questions.  The Qwizard asks the questions.  Teams dress in costume, select a “fun” team name and receive funky prizes throughout the contest.  The winning team is awarded a trophy that must be returned the next year.  Teams pay to participate in the Brain Buster Trivia Challenge.  Funds raised are used to provide two scholarships to Central Lakes College in Brainerd, MN.  For more information and pictures of previous events go to www.brainbustertrivia.org
Program:  Betty Folliard and the ERA

In March 2021 we were able to hold a Zoom presentation with MN ERA Founder and former MN legislator Betty Folliard.  Betty shared work on the federal ERA and the MN ERA.  Her remarks are included in a web presentation that has been posted on the branch website.  To see the presentation

go to brainerdlakes-mn.aauw.net  

This program was part of a branch effort to highlight women's achievements during the March Women's History month.  A 2020 AAUW MN branch project grant provided financial assistance for the program.  The other presentations offered was a one-woman show entitled “Jeanette Rankin:  Woman of Persistence”.  The show featured actress Emily Peabody telling about the first US woman legislator from Montana.  Jeanette Rankin had a long life of activism including supporting environmental causes.

History:  Musical Theater Productions

The Brainerd AAUW branch organized in 1963.  The branch will reach 60 years of operation in 2023.  In the 1970's the branch membership was about 125 members.  One of the fundraiser projects conducted by the Brainerd branch to earn scholarship funds and branch operational funds was the support work for a theater musical production.  The Brainerd branch worked cooperatively with the Brainerd Community College (now known as Central Lakes College) theater department to produce an annual community theater musical.  AAUW provided costumes, box office ticket sales, advertising sales, lobby displays and ushers in return for shared revenue.
